
Athens, 1 April 2020 

To All attached recipients

Dear Colleagues and Partners, 
 

We address this letter to all of you, in this period of the terrible pandemic that swept the 
entire world and threatens our lives and our economies, our culture and development. We use 
the expression "war against coronavirus” in order to indicate the intensity of the problem and 
the conflict, the asymmetric threat and the need for address it effectively. 

This compulsory break we are faced with enables all of us, to reflect on the principles 
and values dominating our lives, but also the ways in which we have managed policies, for the 
prevalence of our values. The entire society is struggling nowadays for the salvation of our 
fellow human beings, as well as to prevent impoverishment of others, knowing that a 
catastrophic does not affect everyone equally. 

After all, it revealed the weaknesses of the social protection system. The current crisis 
has shown, that each action of ours has impacts on the others, and that, simply means that we 
need each other. The fact that some of us are more or less at risk than others does not mean that 
we have less or greater responsibility for the way the situation is progressing in which we live 
and decide and the resolution of the crisis. 

Thus, we are called to defend the honor and reputation of all of us, claiming now the 
principles and values, the degradation of which we have allowed in the name of some other 
initiatives, tolerating the weakening of the weak and strengthening the strong. 

We are reflecting today on the importance of our common values, but also on the 
fundamental fake ultimately dilemma ahead of which, we gradually found ourselves: Economy 
or Society. We recast the need to trust human beings, science and institutions, but also to 
understand how fragile, vulnerable and valuable life is.  

The first challenge, in the case of the current crisis, is what we generally and vaguely 
call "public health." The father of Medicine, Hippocrates, through ancient Greek history, 
reminds us that "It is impossible for a person to know Medicine who does not know exactly 
what a person is". The main responsibility for getting out of the core of this crisis lies with the 
doctors and the nursing staff. However, each of us, politicians, parliamentarians, women and 
men, can contribute to the management and resolution of the crisis and ultimately assume the 
responsibility that belongs to it. The starting point for this effort is to strengthen and support 
public health and security systems. 



We live in an interconnected and globalized world. History shows that every crisis is an 
opportunity to deepen our cooperation. to protect our citizens. To redefine the network of 
relationships in which we live and decide. To strengthen our parliamentary institutions as 
places of convergence of different views and to safeguard our democratic achievements. 

To successfully do it all together, not to be left behind is a challenge. We are called to 
work for a vision, for a new relationship between the economy, politics and society. We, 
parliamentarians, are called upon to highlight solidarity. With these thoughts, we extend warm 
greetings to everyone and to all fellow Christian colleagues, partners and friends we wish 
"Happy Easter".
 

 
Yours Sincerely, 

The Secretary General 
 

Dr. Andreas Michailidis 
Member of the Hellenic Parliament 



 Recipients: 

- President of the European Parliament Mr. David Sassoli
- President of the European Commission Ms. Ursula von der Leyen 

 
- Vice Presidents of the European Parliament:

Mairead McGuinness  
Dimitrios Papadimoulis 

- Vice-Presidents of the European Commission:

Maroš Šefčovič 
Dubravka Šuica 
Margaritis Schinas 

 
- Chair or Co-Chair of the European Political Groups in the European Parliament:

Group of the European People's Party (EPP), Manfred Weber (Germany) 
Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European 
Parliament (S&D), Iratxe García Pérez (Spain) 
Renew Europe Group, Dacian Ciolos (Romania) 
Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance (Greens/EFA), Ska Kellerfrom (Germany) 
& Philippe Lamberts (Belgium) 
Identity and Democracy (ID), Marco Zanni (Italy) 
European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR), Ryszard Antoni Legutko (Poland) & 
Raffaele Fitto (Italy)  
Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL), 
Mannon Aubry (France) & Martin Schirdewan (Germany) 

 
- Inter-Parliamentary Organisations:

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE 
PA) 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (ΡΑΜ) 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA-UfM)  
Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC) 
Pan-African Parliament (ΡΑΡ) 



Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC) 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Union Russia - Belarus  
Latin-American Parliament (Parlatino) 
Parliament of the Southern Common Market (Mercosur) 
The Arab Parliament (ΑΡ) Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU)  
Interparliamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (PA CIS) 
South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) 
The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)  
Baltic Assembly (ΒΑ) 
Nordic Council Parliamentary Assembly of the GUAM (Georgia – Ukraine – Azerbaijan
– Moldova) 
Organization for Democracy and Economic Development Parliamentary Assembly of La
Francophonie (ΑPF) 

 
- Civil Society Organisations:

International Catholic Legislators Network (ICLN) 
Organisation ‘Religions for Peace’ - Europe (RfP-Europe) 
Movement for Politics & Policy for Unity (MppU) 
International Center – Communion and Liberation  
World Council of Churches (WCC) 
European Council of Churches (ECC) 
Focolare Movement  
Niwano Peace Foundation 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural 
Dialogue (KAICIID) 
Community of Sant’Egidio 

 
Cc:  

- Members of the International Secretariat of the Interparliamentary Assembly on 
Orthodoxy (I.A.O.)
- President of the I.A.O. General Assembly, Member of the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation Mr. Sergei Gavrilov
- I.A.O. Parliament – Members
- Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions
- Muslim Council of Elders 

 
 


