
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

22nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERPARLIAMENTARY  

ASSEMBLY ON ORTHODOXY (I.A.O.) 

 

Vienna, 25-29 June 2015 

 

Central Subject: 

‘Orthodox Historic Communities in Europe and around the world’ 

 

Resolution - Conclusions 

 

The Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy (I.A.O.), from the center of Europe, the city of Vienna, 

from the place of the annual General Assembly, conveys to each and every person of good will around the 

world, every faithful who believes in the concept and existence of the living God, every Christian, every 

politician who fights in the social arena and the field of human rights, a message of conciliation and hope.  

It salutes with love and pride the citizens of Orthodox communities throughout the world who have been 

giving witness to the Orthodox Christian spirit for whole centuries far away from the familiarity of their 

homeland and family, keeping their faith and cultural identity alive and strong, preserving their own value 

system, in harmonious and peaceful coexistence with the people of their new country, free from all sorts 

of nationalisms and localisms.  

We consider that preservation of cultural and religious identity is a component of cultural wealth, 

absolutely essential for the contemporary world, and contributes to the fruitful diversity of modern 

civilization and mutual understanding among people. 

To all those people who, one way or another, experience the impact of successive economic and other 

crises, to any citizen who struggles against unaccountability and unconditional exploitation and profit-

making of the capitals of absolute nothingness and those of creative accounting and fraud, which not only 

do they contribute nothing to growth, but they marginalize large groups of citizens. Despite the sinking of 

the “Casino Economy” model following the collapse of Fannie May & Lehman Brothers, the 

international community seems unable to enforce rules on the creation and growth of such “investment” 

initiatives that, not only do not confer any wealth to society, but, on the contrary, restrict real investments, 

which are now valued as non-profitable and counterproductive. New technologies, which are useful 

means for direct democracy and citizens’ involvement in sociopolitical developments, in the hands of 

cunning “economic operators” turn real economy into a game of chance with stock-market speculation, 

without any reference whatsoever to the real economic and social indicators. A new generation of people 

is being raised not with the ideals of love for work and integration of innovation into real economy, but 

interested in easy opportunistic profit. 



 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

The difficulties of life, of survival, caused by the ongoing economic crises of our times, cannot be turned 

into structural, constant and permanent crises of our society; neither can they drag peoples into desperate 

moves.  

At an increasing frequency, we mourn new victims of accidents involving economic migrants and 

refugees, innocent people who lose their life seeking out a place of tranquility for themselves and their 

families. Therefore, we are stating that the greed of the international uncontrollable capital cannot go on 

disrupting the geopolitical map of wealth-producing areas and exacerbating religious dispute and 

fundamentalism. The political gap, social discontent, is hastily filled by all sorts of mostly far-right anti-

European populism and local nationalism. 

In this regard, the remarks in the communiqué of the Primates of the Orthodox Churches during their 

synaxis in Phanar in 2014, outline the dimensions of the problem: 

«…..4. A fundamental threat to justice and peace – both locally and globally – is the global economic 

crisis. The ramifications of this are evident on all layers in society, where such values as personal 

integrity, fraternal solidarity and justice are often wanting. The origins of this crisis are not merely 

financial. They are moral and spiritual in character. Instead of conforming to the worldly idols of power, 

greed and hedonism, we emphasize our vocation to transform the world by embracing the principles of 

justice, peace, and love…». 

 

It is with special interest that we are following the preparations under way for the Great and Holy Synod 

of the Orthodox churches, which is going to take place «…under the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul 

in 2016, if everything goes according to plan…» and we are ready to contribute our might to its flawless 

preparation.  

 

We are particularly concerned with the situation in Middle East, the regular destruction of its historical 

monuments and archeological sites under the veil of Islam. It is a major loss, which will have negative 

effects on the local communities forever, both because of the cultural significance of the monuments – as 

a source of information about the past and as symbols of identity and historical continuity of communities 

– and because of their broader socio-economic value. Cultural heritage is not just a secondary damage of 

warfare, because it is a key resource that contributes to the enhancement of communities’ vital resilience. 

We are asking for cessation of migration of big parts of the area’s population who abandon their ancestral 

homes and become refugees to an unknown destination. We are expressing our solidarity to all citizens, 

Christians or Muslims, who are persecuted, imprisoned, exiled and led to despair and social isolation. We 

are particularly standing by the Christians of our communities in the suffering areas of Middle East and 

Syria. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

Finally, the Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy (I.A.O.) pays due tribute to the tragic victims of 

the genocide against Armenians and Pontian Greeks, as well as the thousands of innocent people who lost 

their lives during World War II.                   

 


